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Performance Space 122 Presents 

Buenos Aires in Translation (BAiT)

International Collaboration Culminates in Four English Language

 World Premieres By Celebrated Argentinean Playwrights

November 4th Through 19th
September 21, 2006 – Performance Space 122 presents Buenos Aires in Translation (BAiT), a festival of four English language world premieres which will run in repertory from Saturday, November 4th through Sunday, November 19th.  BAiT epitomizes P.S. 122’s commitment to authentic international theatrical collaboration, bringing together four of the most dynamic playwrights from Buenos Aires and pairing them with four similarly cutting-edge and innovative N.Y.-based directors and theatre companies to result in entirely new productions.  

Buenos Aires is considered the playwriting epicenter of Latin America; particularly over the past decade, new theatre from Argentina has captured the attention of South America, Europe and Australia, and now the U.S. 

The plays and collaborative teams include: 

WOMEN DREAMT HORSES by Daniel Veronese – directed by Jay Scheib

Three women and the three brothers to whom they are married play a zero-sum game in which all will be losers.  A family business closes, and there is a meeting to talk about it. Dinner is served, but it will never be eaten.  Approximate running time: 100 minutes

A kingdom, a country or a wasteland, in the snow by Lola Arias – directed by Yana Ross

In a cold, post-apocalyptic country where it is always night, two sisters, Luba, young and tough, and Lisa, older and easy prey for love, hunt and breed hares in this classically patterned tragedy.  When they end up catching a man, Reo, a wild orphan, and bringing him home to their already fractured family, the dynamics change and chaos ensues. Approximate running time: 75 minutes 

PANIC by Rafael Spregelburd – directed by Brooke O’Harra with her company The Theatre of a Two-Headed Calf

Infused with the aesthetics of low-budget horror movies, Panic follows a mother and her two children, remnants of an unclassifiable family, as they attempt to recover the key to their safety deposit box and the life savings within – from the hands of the dead. Their pursuit is a fatal cocktail of desperate measures: from legal, religious, and psychotherapeutic tactics to the paranormal. Approximate running time: 120 minutes
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EX-ANTWONE by Federico León – directed by Juan Souki 

This hyper-fragmented exercise imagines a dreamlike encounter with the past, and navigates a labyrinth where memories and fantasies overlap in an unconscious way.  León excavates a mental state in which reality, an ex-reality, and a wished-for reality converge. Approximate running time: 60 minutes

BAiT will publish these plays – all translations by Jean Graham-Jones – in the winter of 2007.  

Subsequently, BAiT will send four emerging New York playwrights to Buenos Aires and partner them there with translators and similarly acclaimed experimental theatre companies to culminate in four Spanish language world premieres.  “Over the coming seasons, we are setting out to redefine a new era of live performance.  We bring together companies from all over, not simply on tour, but to exchange, connect, and catalyze new work.  And we send New York artists around the world to ensure that new, emerging work at all levels is seen, shared and transformed,” said P.S. 122 Artistic Director Vallejo Gantner.  

NOTE: Free preview presentations of BAiT will take place on Saturday, September 30 at 6PM and 8PM as part of Prelude. Part I 6 p.m. Elebash Hall: Brooke O'Harra & The Theatre of a Two-Headed Calf in Panic by Rafael Spregelburd and Ex-Antwone by Federico León. Directed by Juan Souki. Part II 8 p.m. Elebash Hall: Women Dreamt Horses by Daniel Veronese directed by Jay Scheib, and A Kingdom, A Country Or A Wasteland, In The Snow by Lola Arias. Directed by Yana Ross. 

BAiT is an initiative of Salón Volcán, (Creative Producer: Shoshana Polanco), and made possible with the support of The Cervantes Institute, The Martin E. Segal Theatre Center, and the Consulate General of Argentina in New York. 

More about Performance Space 122

Performance Space 122 is New York’s ultimate destination for cutting-edge theatre, dance, music, live art and cross-media.  Founded in 1979, Performance Space 122 is dedicated to supporting and presenting artists whose work challenges the traditional boundaries of dance, theatre, music, and performance.  Committed to exploring innovative form as well as material, P.S. 122 is steadfast in its search for pioneering artists from a diversity of cultures and points of view. www.ps122.org
Tickets: $20, $15 (students/seniors), $10 (Members)
Festival Packages Available: See all 4 for $60, any 3 for $45, any 2 for $30!
Available online at www.ps122.org or by calling 212-352-3101 or at Box Office.  Performance Space 122 is located at 150 1st Avenue at East 9th Street.
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BAiT will take place from November 4-19 on the following schedule: Note -- Running times permit seeing two shows in the same evening and all four on the weekends.

	
	DOWNSTAIRS
	UPSTAIRS

	Sat Nov 4 
	A Kingdom... 7 p.m. 
	Women Dreamt Horses 8:30 p.m.

	Sun Nov 5
	Ex-Antwone 7 p.m
	Panic 8:30 p.m.

	Tue Nov 7
	Ex-Antwone 7 p.m.
	Panic 8:30 p.m.

	Wed Nov 8
	A Kingdom... 7 p.m.
	Women Dreamt Horses 8:30 p.m.

	Thu Nov 9
	A Kingdom 7 p.m.
	Women Dreamt Horses 8:30 p.m.

	Fri Nov 10
	Ex-Antwone 7 p.m.
	Panic 8:30 p.m.

	Sat Nov 11
	Ex-Antwone 3 p.m.
A Kingdom... 7 p.m.
	Panic                   4:30 p.m.
Women Dreamt Horses 8:30 p.m.

	Sun Nov 12
	A Kingdom... 3 p.m.

Ex-Antwone 7 p.m.
	Women Dreamt Horses 4:30 p.m.
Panic 8:30 p.m. 

	Tue Nov 14
	Ex-Antwone 7 p.m.
	Panic 8:30 p.m.

	Wed Nov 15
	A Kingdom... 7 p.m.
	Women Dreamt Horses 8:30 p.m.

	Thu Nov 16
	A Kingdom... 7 p.m.
	Women Dreamt Horses 8:30 p.m.

	Fri Nov 17
	Ex-Antwone 7 p.m.
	Panic 8:30 p.m.

	Sat Nov 18
	Ex-Antwone 3 p.m.
A Kingdom... 7 p.m.
	Panic                         4:30 p.m.
Women Dreamt Horses 8:30 p.m.

	Sun Nov 19
	A Kingdom... 3 p.m.
Ex-Antwone 7 p.m.
	Women Dreamt Horses 4:30 p.m.
Panic 8:30 p.m.


BAiT BIOS

Lola Arias (Playwright)

Performer, director, and playwright, Ms. Arias was the Resident Author at the Royal Court Theatre International Summer Residency, London, in 2003.  In 2005, she directed her own “La escuálida familia” and “Sueño con revólver” in French with a French cast at Actoral 4, in Marseille, France and participated as guest playwright in “Children Manifest” ( El Periférico de Objetos) at the Kunsten Festival in Belgium.  She has published a poetry book - “Las impúdicas en el paraíso” - and a play - “La escuálida familia.” In Buenos Aires, she directed her own plays “La escuálida familia” and “Poses para dormir,” and Hubert Colás’ “Temporariamente Agotado.” 

Federico León (Playwright)

Mold-breaking playwright, director, actor, and producer whose work has gained recognition worldwide, Mr. León has been selected by Robert Wilson as a protégé through the Rolex Mentor and Protégé Arts 
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Initiative in its inaugural cycle. He has helped develop Argentina’s avant-garde theatre. León has written five plays and a screenplay. His film “Todos Juntos” - which he wrote, directed, and performed

– participated of the London, La Habana, Locarno, and Toulouse film festivals. His award-winning dramas are regularly staged at international arts festivals in Germany, France, Holland, Austria, Italy, Denmark, Scotland, Canada, Belgium, Spain, Brazil, and Australia. He has recently published a book with his complete works; and his new film “Estrellas” opened at the Kunsten Festival in Belgium.

Rafael Spregelburd (Playwright)

Playwright, director, actor and translator, Mr. Spregelburd has been awarded over 30 local and international prizes, including the Tirso de Molina, the Municipal, the Argentores, Teatro del Mundo, María Guerrero and the Clarín. In 1994 he founded his own theatre company “El Patrón Vázquez”, with which he has traveled to numerous international festivals.  In 1998 he was Resident Author at the Royal Court Theatre International Summer Residency, London. During 2000-2001 he worked as “Hausautor” for the Deutsches Schauspielhaus in Hamburg. From 2004 on, he has often collaborated with the Berlin Schaubühne and the Stuttgart Theaterhaus. In 2005, he became a fellow of the Akademie Schloss Solitude, in Stuttgart. He has written 30 plays. Some of his most renowned works are “La modestia”, “La estupidez”, “El pánico”, “La paranoia”, “Dos personas diferentes dicen hace buen tiempo”, “La extravagancia”, “La inapetencia”, “Fractal”, “Un momento argentino”, “La escala humana” and “Bizarra.” His plays have been translated to German, English, French, Italian, Dutch, Swedish, Portuguese and Czech.
Daniel Veronese (Playwright)

One of the co-founders and co-artistic directors of the acclaimed theater group "El Periférico de Objetos", Mr. Veronese is an accomplished author and director.  The last time that a New York City audience saw his work as a director was at BAM’s Next Wave Festival in 2000. He has published two books that comprise his entire work. His plays have been translated to Italian, German, French, and Portuguese. He has received numerous awards, and his work has been presented in many international theater festivals in Brazil, Australia, Germany, Ireland, Switzerland, Portugal, Mexico, Spain, Belgium, and France. 

Brooke O’Harra (Director)

Brooke O’Harra is co-founder – along with composer Brendan Connelly – of The Theatre of a Two-headed Calf, which was founded in 1997 and has since expanded into a design-based collective that includes Justin Townsend (set/light), Peter Ksander (set/light), Michael Phillips (video/tech), and Barb Lanciers (choreography). Most recently, Brooke directed a Two-headed Calf production of G.B Shaw’s Major Barbara employing performance techniques used in Japanese Kabuki Theatre at La Mama’s Annex Theatre.  As a sister project to Major Barbara, Brooke and Two-headed Calf members and actors have been developing a Kabuki play, The Drum of the Waves of Horikawa by Chikamatsu at HERE Arts Center in NYC (where they are in residency). Last spring, Brooke directed the world premiere of Lisa D’Amour’s The Cataract at The Perishable Theatre in Providence, RI. Other recent New York directing credits include a new translation of Fielding’s The Life and Death of Tom Thumb the Great (translated into a new percussive language); the world premiere of the English translation of Witkiewicz’s Tumor Brainiowicz ; and a much acclaimed production of Witkiewicz’s The Mother (all performed at La Mama E.T.C by The Theatre of a Two-headed Calf).  Brooke is a recipient of the NEA/TCG Developing Directors Program and Drama League Directing Fellow. She has performed, directed and studied theatre in Japan, Poland, Czech Republic, Ghana and Indonesia. Brooke has an MFA in directing from Tulane University (2001).  Currently she is an adjunct at NYU’s Tisch School of the Art’s Experimental Theatre Wing where she teaches upper level acting.  Brooke assisted both Joseph Chaikin and Richard Maxwell in 2003.
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Yana Ross (Director) 

Yana Ross introduced American audiences to the work of the Nobel Laureate Elfriede Jelinek by directing Sleeping Beauty in January 2006 at the Yale Cabaret .  Ross came to theatre via experimental television work for HBO, Paris-Première and E! Entertainment, were she directed over 200 programs on fashion, culture, and new media shooting on-location in Johannesburg, Paris, London, New Delhi and Antwerp. Her recent production of Jean Paul Sartre’ No Exit (2004) takes place in a hypothetical W Hotel.  Among other American productions is The Dragon (2005), an adaptation of Eugene Swartz’s political satire. Ross also brought Pulitzer finalist Sarah Ruhl’s The Clean House to a New Drama festival, Moscow in 2005. Her collaboration with Elfriede Jelinek continues in Lithuania where she will stage Bambiland at Oskaras Koršunovas Theater (OKT) in 2007. Ross is also working with playwright Marius von Mayenburg of Schaubuhne on staging Eldorado in New York. Her Sleeping Beauty will tour Sibiu and Potsdam this year.

Jay Scheib (Director)

Recent projects for the theatre include The Medea after Heiner Müller and Euripides at La Mama in New York, with subsequent performances in Istanbul and Adana Turkey, and multimedia adaptations of two monumental works of Russian romantic naturalism— In this is the End of Sleeping based on Chekhov’s Patonov fragment as part of the Chekhov Now Festival in NY and Tolstoy’s Naturalistic classic The Power of Darkness produced by Pont Mühely at TRAFO in Budapest. Other recent works include the New York Premier of Kevin Oakes’, The Vomit Talk of Ghosts at the Flea Theater, Alfred de Musset’s Lorenzaccio at the Loeb Drama Center; the New York City premiere of a new translation of West Pier (quai ouest) by Bernard-Marie Koltès as part of the KOLTES NY 2003 Festival in NY; Margareth Hamlet, a choreographic evening for solo performer with guitar at Schwedterstr 12, Berlin; ORESTEIA AMERICA AMERICA, dreamlife of thousandaire affluence, commissioned by the  Exiles Festival in Berlin; two plays by Lothar Trolle Fernsehen and Vormittag in der Freiheit in collaboration with BAT in Berlin. As a writer, Scheib collaborated with director Robert Woodruff in the writing of an adaptation of Jean-Luc Godard’s oeuvre titled: Godard (distant and right) which premiered at the Ohio Theatre, and went on to win both the peer and professional jury prizes at the Festival des Jeunes at Theatre Nanterre des Amandiers, Paris. Scheib holds an A.B. summa cum laude in theatre arts from the University of Minnesota, an MFA in theatre directing from Columbia University, and is an alumnus of the SoHo Rep writer/director Lab in NY. He is a recipient of a National Endowment for the Arts / Theatre Communications Group career development program for directors.

Juan Souki (Director)

Juan Souki has achieved many credits in directing as an emerging artist in the Venezuela, working in both theatre and multimedia. He has worked in conjunction with Venezuela’s National Philharmonic Orchestra, Caracas International Theatre Festival, Casa Rómulo Gallegos, Trasnocho Cultural, Venezuelan Writer’s Circle and many others. He relocated to New York City in 2004, where Souki’s recent projects include Composition #1 for P.S. 122 /Avant Garde Arama; The Uhaul Trilogy a site-specific investigation in non-linear movement and minimal technology; Adam Rapp’s Nocturne at Luna Stage; Love – Etudes on death and violence  at Columbia University; and an approach to Anton Chekhov’s Cherry Orchard  at the East 13th St Theatre. Recent credits in Venezuela include Tell 2.2. a collaboration with fashion designer Oscar Carvallo (Trasnocho Cultural); Klown a burlesque act (CELARG); Muere, Canalla / 16 teenagers discuss death (JAPA Fest), The words of Neruda (Chilean Embassy) and Atra Bilis by Laila Ripoll (International Theatre Festival/ Tinta fresca). Souki was recipient of three Premio Viart awards and a Cinates award in 2000, and has been honored with the Jose Angel Porte Acero award for his directing work with students in his native Venezuela. Currently, he attends Columbia University for a Theatre Directing M.F.A. 

150 First Ave.

NYC, NY 10009

www.ps122.org


